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Living situations for the 408,000 children 
in foster care on Sept. 30, 2010

Length of stay in foster care for children 
exiting foster care in 2010

Statistics illustrating trends and issues in child welfare1  

Child maltreatment in 20092

•	 3.0 million children were identified as potential victims  

of abuse or neglect. 

•	 An estimated 702,000 children were victims of abuse or neglect.

Children in foster care in 2010

•	 408,000 children were in foster care on Sept. 30, 2010.

•	 662,000 children were in foster care during the 2010 fiscal year  

(Oct. 2009-Sept. 2010).

•	 48 percent of all children in foster care were age 10 or older. 

•	 51 percent had reunification with their birth families as their case goal. 

Kinship care (relatives or tribal members as caregivers) 

•	 26 percent of children in foster care were living with related  

kinship caregivers who were foster parents.

•	 More than 2.7 million grandparents were the primary adults responsible 

for their grandchildren.3  

Siblings in foster care 

•	 An estimated 70 percent of children in foster care have siblings  

who are in foster care.4 

•	 In 2010, 74 percent of children in the California child welfare  

system who had a sibling were placed with at least one sibling in foster care.5  

Racial and ethnic group overrepresentation in foster care

•	 African American children represent 29 percent of the children in foster  

care, but only 14 percent of the U.S. child population.6

•	 American Indian and Alaska Native children represent 2 percent of the  

children in foster care, but only 1 percent of the U.S. child population.7

Aging out (when a youth in foster care becomes a legal adult) 

•	 21 percent of children and youth in foster care (82,000) were age 16 or older.

•	 Of the 254,000 children and youth exiting foster care in 2010, 11 percent  

(28,000) aged out without a permanent family.
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