
*Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)
State must notify tribes of youth with native ancestry at each 
of these points. Tribe may choose to:

1) Take over jurisdiction

2) Transfer case to tribal court

3) Become a party to case but leave it under state’s jurisdiction

How Children Move Through the Child Welfare System

Child Protective Services Child Welfare Courts

72 hours after  
filing petitionOne day to six months from hotline call

15 to 90 days  
after first hearing

3 to 30 days after 
second hearing

12 to 18 months after 
first hearing

(every six months 
thereafter, if needed)

Allegations meet 
investigation 
standards?

Investigation: 
Allegation 
substantiated?

Investigation: 
Is child in imminent 
danger?

Shelter Care/
Preliminary Protective 
Hearing: Should child 
be removed from home?

ICWA*

Child placed in:

1) Kinship care or

2) Non-relative foster care or

3) Congregate care

Agency monitors case

Adjudicatory/Fact-
Finding Hearing: 
Are the allegations 
against the parents true?

ICWA*

Child continues in:

1) Kinship care or

2) Non-relative foster care or

3) Congregate care

Agency monitors case

Dispositional/ 
Dependency Hearing: 
Is child a ward of the 
state (dependent)?

ICWA*

Permanency Planning 
Hearing:

Determine best 
permanency option

ICWA*

Guardianship

Adoption (requires 
termination of 
parental rights)

Alternative permanent 
placement (usually 
foster or kinship care)

Concurrent Planning:

Usually plan for 
reunification and another 
permanency option

Court/review board 
monitors case (every 
six months)
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Hotline

YES
CPS 

INVESTIGATES

Reunification with 
parent(s)

Services 
successful?

YES YES YES

Close file 
and/or 

monitor case
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monitor case

May offer services, 
monitor case or 

close case

Parents offered services Parents ordered into services
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