
Corporate and foundation leaders are powerful advocates
for vulnerable children and youth.

Changing the Foster Care System
Th ere are approximately 496,000 children in the American foster care system. As an advocate for change, 
Casey Family Programs is committed to our 2020 Strategy—an ambitious yet attainable reform to safely 
reduce the need for foster care and better the lives of those in it. We are not doing this alone. Across the 
nation, corporations and foundations are being advocates for change by helping to safely reduce the number 
of children in foster care and working to ensure that those who remain have the support they need to succeed. 

While the challenge is great, our collective potential to improve the lives of our most vulnerable children is 
far greater. Here are just a few examples of leaders in the private sector who are making smart investments to 
tackle these challenges.

Inspiration and enthusiasm are of little value unless they move us to action and accomplishment.

—Jim Casey, Founder United Parcel Service (UPS) and Casey Family Programs

Your Voice Matters

If you want more information about child welfare or would like to explore ways your infl uence can 
make a difference for children in foster care, please contact Casey Family Programs' Strategic 
Alliances team at 206.282.7300.

www.casey.org

Casey Family Programs is the nation’s largest operating foundation entirely focused on foster care. 

Since 1966, we have worked to provide and improve foster care in the United States. Decades of 

front-line experience make us exceptionally qualifi ed to identify various improvements in child welfare 

practices, and help states and counties implement them.

How You Can Help



United Parcel Service & The UPS Foundation
Impact Areas: Employment and Education

The Casey School to Career Partnership—created by a UPS executive on loan to The Annie E. Casey Foundation—links youth leaving 
foster care to over 100 employers such as UPS, Home Depot, and Marriott. The program provides employment connections, continuing 
education opportunities and life skills training. In 2008, The UPS Foundation, the charitable arm of UPS, and Bank of America stepped 
forward to partner with Great Expectations, a new community college effort in Virginia to help foster care youth pursue and complete a 
college program.

Jockey International
Impact Areas: Reducing the Number of Youth in Foster Care

In 2005, Jockey launched Jockey Being Family™, its corporate citizenship initiative aimed at strengthening adoptive families to ensure their 
future success. Jockey International provides funding, employee volunteers and in-kind donations to its nonprofit partners through Jockey 
Being Family to enhance post-adoption services for families nationwide. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Impact Areas: Early Childhood Learning and Breaking the Homelessness Cycle

The Gates Foundation provides significant investments to help families through early education and housing. Early education programs 
help prevent child maltreatment while enabling young children in foster care to keep pace with their peers. Adequate housing programs 
help struggling families address one of the main factors that lead children to the steps of the child welfare system. 

Usher’s New Look Foundation
Impact Areas: Youth Development and Employment

Usher Raymond IV is a multiple Grammy Award winner who created Usher’s New Look Foundation, designed to reach talented youth 
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds and provide them with a chance to learn firsthand about the business side of the sports and enter-
tainment industries. In the past four years, New Look has mentored more than 1,300 youth from across the country through Camp New 
Look, a free two-week program that serves a number of youth in foster care and those living with relatives. 

The Lumina Foundation for Education
Impact Areas: Postsecondary Education

The Lumina Foundation for Education expands access to postsecondary education in the United States. The Foundation’s Breaking the 
Cycle project focuses on making postsecondary education a priority for youth in foster care. Studies show that children in foster care use 
GED programs to complete high school at four to six times the rate of the general population and have a 3 percent chance of completing a 
bachelor's degree. The foundation, a member of The Youth Transition Funders Group, has been seeking ideas to improve those statistics.

Examples of Foundations and Corporations Advocating for and Investing 
in Our Nation’s Vulnerable Children

The Stuart Foundation
Impact Areas: Improving the Child Welfare System

The Stuart Foundation’s Child Welfare Program aims to improve the child welfare systems in California and Washington state. The founda-
tion supports organizations that offer innovative direct services to youth in foster care, as well as programs that further the federal child 
welfare system’s goals of safety, permanency and well-being. In 2003, Stuart launched the California Permanency for Youth Project that 
works to ensure that no young people leave foster care without a lifelong permanent connection to a caring and committed adult.

The Eckerd Family Foundation
Impact Areas: Improving the Child Welfare System 

The Eckerd Family Foundation works to build a strong foster care system in Florida. The foundation’s core efforts include: Keeping youth 
physically and emotionally safe at every stage of their development; preparing older foster youth for transition to adulthood; expanding 
services for children entering or about to enter the foster care system; and ensuring all foster youth, foster parents and families have an 
informed voice in decisions that impact their lives.

New York Life Foundation
Impact Areas: Mentoring and Relative Caregiving

Through its Nurturing the Children initiative, the New York Life Foundation supports organizations, programs and services that target 
young people, particularly in the areas of mentoring, safe places to learn and grow, and educational enhancement opportunities. In addi-
tion, the foundation has partnered with the Child Welfare League of America to create a mentoring program for youth in foster care. New 
York Life also supports “kinship” caregivers—Grandparents Raising Grandchildren—with the AARP Foundation.
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