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What can we learn from this study?

Latino children are a growing demographic in the
U.S., with one in four having at least one caregiver
who is undocumented, putting the family at high
risk of separation due to immigration-related
detention or deportation. Family separations are
considered adverse childhood experiences (ACEs),
yet the traumatic impacts of deportation-related
separations on children are largely unstudied. This
study examines well-being among Latino youth
who have lost a caretaker, comparing outcomes for
those separated due to deportation, other reasons
(such as parental divorce or incarceration), and
those with no resulting family separation.

Study details

e Population: 194 surveyed clinic patients,
ages 10 to 24, at a primary care clinic for
Latino youth

o Data sources: A modified Guidelines for
Adolescent Preventive Service (GAPS) at
intake in Spanish or English; clinic patient
charts

o Methodology: Logistic regression; Chi-
square test; bivariate analyses;
Bronfenbrenner’s social ecological model

e Dates: April 1, 2017 to December 31, 2019

Why is this important to our work?

What are the critical findings?

The majority of caregivers were born in Mexico
(71%), and Spanish was the primary language
spoken in the home (61%).

Of the 194 surveyed youth, 42% reported a
history of caregiver separation, of which 13%
were deportation-related separation. 58% of the
youth surveyed reported no separation.

Compared to youth with no caregiver separation,
youth separated due to deportation were:

o 17 times more likely to have thought about
running away, and four times more likely to
experience suicidal ideation.

o 68% less likely to have at least one
trusted adult in their lives, and 70% less
likely to have daily meals with family.

o 70% less likely to have a role model

Compared to youth with no caregiver separation,
youth experiencing separation for any other
reason were 56% less likely to have a role
model and 78% less likely to be in school.

Supporting the well-being of all children is essential to child welfare practice, which includes ensuring that
circumstances specifically harming Latino children are addressed. This requires recognizing and responding to the
trauma caused by deportation-related family separations, which this study found to be uniquely detrimental to Latino
children’s well-being. Despite its serious impacts, deportation-related trauma is rarely tracked or addressed within
child welfare systems or the ACEs framework. Implementing trauma-informed and culturally responsive approaches
that address the impacts of deportation-related separation is essential to promoting safety, stability, and well-being
of affected Latino children. More research is needed to fully understand both the immediate and lasting effects of

deportation and detention on Latino child development.

To learn more, see: Why is it imperative to minimize

children’s time away from family? and How do investigation,

removal, and placement cause trauma for families?
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This summary synthesizes the findings from a
single research study. For additional information,
access the article directly or email:
KMResources@casey.org
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